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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT - ELIGIBILITY TO BECOME A COUNCILLOR 

872. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the Minister for Local Government: 
I refer to the Local Government Act. 

(1) Can someone who has a criminal record still become a local government councillor? 

(2) Can someone who has been to jail still become a local government councillor? 

(3) If yes to (1) and (2), what precludes a person from nominating for and being elected to council? 

(4) What is the section of the act that precludes a person from nominating for and being elected to council? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   
(1)-(2) Yes. 
(3)-(4) A person is not qualified to be elected as a member of a council under the Local Government Act if the 

person is under 18 years of age or not an elector of the district, as specified in section 2.19, or a member 
of Parliament, as specified in section 2.20.  In addition, a person is disqualified from membership of a 
council under section 2.21 if he is an insolvent under administration within the meaning of the 
Corporations Act 2001; under section 2.22 if he has been convicted of a crime and is in prison serving a 
sentence for that crime or has been convicted in the previous five years of a serious local government 
offence - that is, an offence carrying a penalty of a fine of or exceeding $5 000 and/or 12 months’ 
imprisonment.  A person cannot become a council member under section 2.23 if he is a member of 
another council or, under section 2.24, subject to an order by the court in regard to the misappropriation 
of funds or property under section 8.43 of the Local Government Act 1995. 

 


